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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Amendment, filed on 3/7/2008, with respect to the rejections 
of claims 7-9 under 35 U.S.C 102 (e) as being anticipated by Sakamoto et al. (US 2003/0137597) 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon fiirther consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Ojima (US 
7,167,202). 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on 3/07/2008, with respect to the rejection(s) of claims 1-4 
under 35 U.S.C 102 (e) as being anticipated by Konishi (US 7,164,446) have been fiiUy 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

In re page 11, Applicant argues that Konishi does not teach varying the illuminance 
intensity output from the light module in accordance with a determined distance fi"om the camera 
module to an object. 

In response, the Examiner considers that Konishi does disclose this feature. Konishi 
discloses that when the subject is positioned within a distance at which a predetermined amount 
of reflected Ught can be obtained from the subject (hereinafter referred to as an "irradiation 
distance (or illuminating or lighting distance)" by the strobe light irradiated from the strobe 26, 
the time period during which the switch 30 is turned on is adjusted such that the predetermined 
amount of reflected light is obtained. Accordingly, the strobe light irradiated from the strobe 26 
is adjusted. As the distance to the subject increases, the time period during which the switch 30 is 
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turned on gradually increases. When the subject is positioned within the irradiation distance by 
such light adjustment, a subject image having approximately constant brightness can be obtained 
by imaging. The amount of the strobe light irradiated from the strobe 26 is indicated as guide 
number Gn and is calculated by equation : Gn = F x d , where F denotes an f=stop value, d 
denotes an irradiation distance (column 6, lines 1 1-33). This equation indicates that the amount 
amount of the strobe light irradiated from the strobe 26 varies in accordance with the distance 
from the camera module to an object. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 7-10, 13, 16 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 7 (line 2), "storing embodying a program" should be changed to --storing a 

program--. 

Claims 8-10, 13, 16 are objected as being dependent on claim 7. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections mder this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claims 1-2, 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Konishi (US 
7,164,446). 

Regarding claim 1, Konishi discloses a portable terminal device comprising: 
a camera module (CCD 20, figure 1, column 4, lines 8-55); 

a light module as an illumination function in shooting an image by the camera module 
(strobe 26, figure 1, column 5, lines 35-40); 

an image control processing section for sending zoom control information of the camera 
module and carrying out image processing (CPU 10 sends control instruction to control zoom 
lens 22a, figure 1, column 4, lines 10-20); 

an illuminance variable section for varying illuminance intensity output from the light 
module in accordance with a determined distance from the camera module to an object (strobe 
control circuit 25, figure 1; the amount of the strobe light irradiated from the strobe is indicated 
as guide number Gn and is determined in accordance with a distance d from the camera to the 
object by equation Gn = F x d, where F denotes an f-stop value, column 5, line 5 - column 6, 
line 67). 

Regarding claim 2, Konishi discloses wherein the determined distance is based on a zoom 
ratio of the camera module (the distance of an object is based on the position of zoom lens 22, 
figure 1, column 4, lines 15-20). 

Regarding claims 4-5, claims 4-5 are method of apparatus claims 1-2, respectively; 
therefore, see Examiner's comments regarding claims 1-2. 
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6. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ojima 
(US 7,167,202). 

Regarding claims 1, 4, Ojima discloses a portable terminal device comprising: 

a camera module (CCD 103, figure 1, column 2, lines 24-40); 

a light module as an illumination fimction in shooting an image by the camera module 
(stroboscope 127, figure 1, column 2, lines 20-40); 

an image control processing section for sending zoom control information of the camera 
module and carrying out image processing (CPU 121 sends control instruction to control zoom 
lens 101a, figure 1, column 2, lines 40-59); 

an illuminance variable section for varying illuminance intensity output from the light 
module in accordance with a determined distance fi-om the camera module to an object (the 
stroboscope 127 emits light of an intensity determined based on a distance measured by the 
distance measuring device 126, figures 1, 4, column 3, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 7, Ojima discloses a computer-readable medium storing a program of 
instructions executable by the computer to control the computer to fimction for varying light 
illuminance intensity output fi-om a portable terminal device, the program (the control program 

stored in a ROM, figures 1, 4, column 4, lines 9-50) making the computer carry out processing 
which varies illuminance intensity output from a camera light module in accordance with a 
determined distance from the portable terminal device to an object to be captured (the 
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stroboscope 127 emits light of an intensity determined based on a distance measured by the 
distance measuring device 126, figures 1, 4, column 3, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claim 8, Ojima discloses wherein the program causes the computer to i) 
determine the distance between the portable terminal device and the object (the distance 
measuring device 126 measures a distance to a subject, column 3, lines 60-64); and ii) send the 
determined distance as distance information to an illuminance variable section in order that the 
illuminance intensity output from the camera light module is varied in accordance with the thus 
determined distance (column 3, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claims 2, 5, 9, Ojima discloses wherein the determined distance is based on a 
zoom ration of the portable terminal device (the distance of an object is based on the position of 
zoom lens 101a, figure 1, column 1, lines 20-23, column 2, lines 40-54). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 3, 6, 10-18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LUONG T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7315. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, DAVID L. OMETZ can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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